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[This module is designed for legislators or teachers to introduce The American
Democracy Game to students.]




Representative Democracy & You - Speaking Guide

Class Discussion

What are some ways that government
affects your daily life?

Slide 1

Speaker:

Start a discussion with the students: What are some ways that government affects your
daily life?
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Representative Democracy & You - Speaking Guide

How Government Affects Our Daily Lives

Hunting

License Trash Removal

Healthcare Public
Transportation

Food Safety

Disability S
Benefits BN
I

National

Security Banking

Regulation

Fire &

Ambulance ;
Education

Water Source/
Safety

Traffic Safety Roadways

Slide 2

[This list is designed to validate and supplement the ideas that the students suggest.]
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Our Form of Government

WHAT KIND OF
GOVERNMENT

DO WE HAVE?

Slide 3

Student:

Start a discussion with the students: What kind of government do we have?
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Our Form of Government

OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT

IS A REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY.
IT IS ALSO CALLED A REPUBLIC .

Slide 4

Speaker:

Our form of government is a Representative Democracy. It is also called a Republic.

[Continued on next slide]
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Representative Democracy

These representatives work
together to make the laws we live by.

THE PEOPLE RULE BY ELECTING
INDIVIDUALS TO REPRESENT
THEIR VIEWS AT LOCAL, STATE
AND NATIONAL LEVELS.

Slide 5

Speaker:

Describe how legislators are elected in your state legislature or city council or
school board...These representatives work together to make the laws we live by.
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Representatives

WHAT KINDS OF
PEOPLE BECOME
OUR ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVES?

Slide 6

Student:

Start a discussion with the students: What kinds of people become our elected
representatives?
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Representatives Representatives

All these types of people, and more become
representatives and all of them at one time were your age.

PEOPLE FROM EVERY
WALK OF LIFE COME
TOGETHER TO FIND
SOLUTIONS TO OUR
LOCAL. STATE AND

NATIONAL PROBLEMS.

Farmers

Slide 7

Speaker:

Legislators: Explain your own background. Mention some of your colleagues who
have interesting backgrounds.

Teachers: Look up the backgrounds of some of your local elected representatives.
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Representative Democracy & You - Speaking Guide

The Process

How DO REPRESENTATIVES
COME UP WITH THE RIGHT
ANSWERS TO MAKE LAWS?

Slide 8

Student:

Start a discussion with the students: How do representatives come up with the right
answers to make laws?

Page 8 of 18



Representative Democracy & You - Speaking Guide

The Process

As
REPRESENTATIVES,
WE LEARN AS MUCH

AS WE CAN ABOUT
AN ISSUE.

Slide 9

Speaker:

As representatives, we learn as much as we can about an issue. One important way we
do that is to hold committee meetings where anyone in the public can express their views
on an issue. We also hear from all the groups or organizations that might be affected by
our decision.

[Continued on next slide]
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The Process

THEN WE DISCUSS
AND DEBATE
PROPOSED SOLUTIONS
AND NECOTIATE ON

OUR DIFFERENCES.
A MAJORITY IS
NECESSARY TO MAKE
A DECISION.

Slide 10

Speaker:

After we hear public testimony, we discuss and debate proposed laws. A majority is
necessary to make a decision, so we sometimes have to work together to find common
sense solutions. [Continued on next slide]
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The Process

RARELY DOES AN ISSUE COME DOWN TO A
CHOICE BETWEEN ONE RIGHT ANSWER AND
ONE WRONG ANSWER. OFTEN THERE ARE
MANY RIGHT AND MANY WRONG ANSWERS.

Slide 11

Speaker:

Give an example of a bill in your legislature that does not have a clear solution. Talk
about issues that are important to kids like school uniforms, violence, driving age,
helmets for bicyclists or rollerbladers, video game restrictions, smoking on campus,
graffiti, competency testing to graduate, and curfews. [Continued on next slide.]
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Slide 12

Speaker:

The Process

DECIDING THE BEST COMPROMISE

THAT A MAJORITY OF REPRESENT ATIVES
CAN SUPPORT :
IS OFTEN A

DIFFICULT,
BUT IMPORT ANT
PROCESS.

Tell a story about compromise in your own experience.
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Class Discussion

How can you actively participate in
American democracy?

Slide 13

Speaker:

Start a discussion with the students: How can you actively participate in American
democracy?
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1.Vote

Even if you're not

old enough to vote,

you can find out
who your

representatives are.

2. Stay
Informed

Educate yourself
about the issues.

Slide 14

Speaker:

1. Vote— Even if you're not old

representatives are.

Participation

4,Don't Go It
Alone

Join with others
who share your
point of view.
3. Discuss
Politics and

Current Events
Come up with
solutions, not just
problems. 5.Be heard
Stay in touch with
your elected
officials.

(Write, email, or call your
representatives.
Meet them at a public
event, or at their office.)

enough to vote, you can find out who

2. Stay Informed— Educate yourself about the issues.

3. Discuss Politics and Current Events— Come up with solutions, not just problems.

4. Don't Go It Alone — Join with others who share your point of view.

your

5. Be Heard— Stay in touch with your elected officials. (Write, email, or call your
representatives. Meet them at a public event, or at their office.)
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How cAN we
LEARN MORE?

Slide 15

Student:

How can we learn more?
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...More!

Get elected and start representing your constituents!

ONE WAY TO GET A BETTER
IDEA WHAT A REPRESENTATIVE

DOES IS TO BECOME ONE
YOURSELF!

Representative Representative

Slide 16

Speaker:

One way to get a better idea of what a representative does is to become one
yourself! Get elected and start representing your constituents!
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The American Democracy Game

You can become an elected official by
playing the American Democracy Game!

i Democracy

./ |

v

—

You, along with your fellow representatives, make the laws.

Slide 17

Speaker:
You, along with your fellow representatives, make the laws.

You can become an elected official by playing the American Democracy Game!
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Thank You!

| HOPE YOU ENJOY THE
GAME AND LEARN MORE
ABOUT OUR SYSTEM OF
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY!
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Slide 18

Speaker:

| hope you enjoy the game and learn more about our system of American Democracy!
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